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TeacherGuidance Notes 

My Light-Hearted Poem 

This is a List Poem and the model provided has plenty of ideas for students to use, but 
it can be developed. The one warning is to be weary of suggestions for obvious, if 
inappropriate, body parts! 

Lightness/Darkness Poem 

All of my ideas are aimed at mixed-ability groupings and should be applicable to a 
wide age range, but Model 1 of this idea might be more ‘appropriate’ for older 
students: it is challenging students to consider more complex ideas, and even explore 
areas that could be emotively difficult. But they don’t have to be, and this caveat 
doesn’t have to apply: you will know your classes best and the relationship you have 
with your students. 

Model 2 of this idea is ostensibly much more applicable to a younger audience, and 
indeed the suggestions are intentionally a little twee at times! 

Whilst the purpose is to support and encourage students to write creatively, and thus 
metaphorically – and even elliptically – for those students who simply cannot make 
this conceptual leap, structures like this can provide a framework for more literal 
writing which is still valuable as writing on this theme. 
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Subordinate Clause Light Poem, Not 

Any teacher using this to teach a grammatical construct is missing the point! 

This is probably the most challenging in terms of there not being definite structures to 
follow and gets as near to that dangerous, caricatured [but it still happens] approach 
of: here is your stimulus, now write a poem. 

I haven’t provided an exemplar for a stream of consciousness poem and suggest as a 
teacher, you do this. Perhaps take that huge creative leap of modelling it 
spontaneously?! 

Model 1 is precise in being a concrete [shape] poem. The problem is if using, you have 
pretty much removed the ability for students to do the same, but again, for students 
who genuinely struggle to be independent, if they simply copy aspects of this with 
some degree of personal variation it can prove an achievement, with the apt and 
purposeful chance to illustrate it. 

Model 2 rears the ugly head of rhyming – generally something I discourage – but 
students love to rhyme and this encourages them to avoid literal lines in doing so. 

 

 


